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Barts Health Archives and Museums 

Research guide: World War One and World War Two 

The archive collections managed by Barts Health NHS Trust provide an insight into the 

management of healthcare in London during World War One and Two, as well as capturing 

the experiences of medical staff deployed in the theatre of war. Performing a free text search 

for ‘world war’, ‘world war one’ and ‘world war two’ across the entire archive catalogue is the 

most comprehensive mechanism for identifying relevant records from hospitals and 

healthcare organisations in the collection, although reviewing the volume of hits will be time 

consuming. Other terms such as ‘air raids’ and ‘bomb damage’ are likely to be useful to 

researchers examining the Blitz. This guide focuses on the most comprehensive records for 

World War One and World War Two, which relate to St Bartholomew’s Hospital and The 

Royal London Hospital (previously The London Hospital), their respective medical colleges, 

and individuals affiliated to these institutions. 

St Bartholomew’s Hospital 

St Bartholomew’s Hospital played a significant role in the care of the sick and wounded from 

the earliest days of the First World War. The 1st London General Hospital was established 

for sick or wounded soldiers and sailors under the control of the War Office.  It was located 

at St Gabriel’s Training College for Missionary students in Camberwell, South London.  It 

was initially staffed by employees of St Bartholomew’s Hospital who were relocated from 

Smithfield to South London for this purpose. In addition to staff being relocated to the 1st 

London General Hospital in South London, the East Wing of St Bartholomew’s Hospital was 

also put under the management of the War Office to provide care for service personnel. 

Over the course of the war, more than 5,400 servicemen from across the British Empire 

were admitted into the East Wing of the hospital.  

Information about the 1st London General Hospital can be found in the Minutes of the 

Board of Governors of St Bartholomew's Hospital at SBHB/HA/1/29, the Treasurers’ 

minutes at SBHB/HA/3/36, and the League News (newsletter of the League of Nurses) 

records for 1915, 1916 and 1919 found at SBHLN/LN/1.  

Many Barts nurses delivered care to British and Allied soldiers as part of the Territorial Army 

Nursing Service at the 1st London General Hospital. Records of the service can be found at 

SBHB/TA in our collection, which includes registers of nurses, personal files of three nurses 

enrolled in the service and the Principal Matron's letter books. The arrangement with the 

Territorial Army Nursing Service was reprised during the Second World War so the records 

will also be of interest to researchers investigating that period. 

The photographic collection for St Bartholomew’s Hospital at SBHX8 contains a number of 

pertinent images. Performing a free text search for ‘first world war’ is advisable as browsing 

for relevant images is likely to be time consuming. 

The hospital remained open throughout the Second World War, although many services 

were evacuated to Hertfordshire and Middlesex. Surviving records of the Hill End and Cell 

Barnes Hospitals, to which most St Bartholomew’s patients and services were evacuated  
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during this period, are not comprehensive. There is a lone Admission and discharge, 

transfer and death register, 1939–1945 for Cell Barnes Hospital at SBHB/MR/45/1. Partial 

records from Hill End also survive in the collections of Hertfordshire Archives and Local 

Studies whose contact details are available online. Patient records for services that 

remained at Smithfield during the war era include the Male Air Raid Casualty Register, 

Sep 1939–Mar 1947 at SBHB/MR 11/11/1 and the Female Air Raid Casualty Register, 

Sep 1939–May 1947 that can be found at SBHB/MR/11/7/2. There are, also a number of 

administrative records relating to this period which can be found at SBHB/HA/16, entitled 

Records relating to the role and activities of the hospital during the Second World 

War. 

Personal papers also provide an insight into the hospital’s conduct during wartime. Records 

of note include ‘Argent and Sable’ magazine, Volume 1, and cuttings relating to military 

patients at St Bartholomew's and Hill End Hospitals in the personal papers of Eileen 

Dawney (SBHPP/DAW/6).  

St Bartholomew’s Hospital Medical College was not established as a separate legal entity 

until after the conclusion of World War One. However, a reminiscence concerning the Clerk 

of the Works at the 1st London General Hospital is included in St Bartholomew’s Hospital 

Journal, March 1921. Text-searchable digitised copies of the Journal are available online at: 

https://www.qmul.ac.uk/smd/about/our-history/st-bartholomews-hospital-journal/ 

During the Second World War the college suffered significant bomb damage. Most of the 

buildings on the 

Charterhouse Square 

site were damaged or 

destroyed, and on the 

Smithfield site the 

buildings in Long Row 

were also hit. At the 

outbreak of war pre-

clinical students were 

evacuated to Queen’s 

College, Cambridge, 

while clinical teaching 

was divided between 

St Bartholomew’s and 

its two evacuation 

sites, Hill End 

Hospital at St Alban’s 

and Friern Hospital, 

New Southgate. 

Records of the 

Medical College and the Second World War can be found at SBHMS/B/3. Photographs of 

the damage can be found at SBHMS/P/9, Medical College buildings after bomb damage 

during the Second World War. 

  SBHX8/1048 Rear entrance to Charterhouse Square following bomb damage, 
1941 

https://www.qmul.ac.uk/smd/about/our-history/st-bartholomews-hospital-journal/
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The London Hospital 

During the First World War The London Hospital promised to provide 500 beds to the two 

services: half to the Army and half to the Navy. A number of wards including Harrison, 

George, Charrington and Turner were given over to the reception of wounded servicemen 

during the hostilities. There are a number of relevant sources in our collection, including 

press cuttings from the war period at RLHLH/A/26/14 and House Committee Minutes 

covering the period 1914 to 1918 at 

RLHLH/A/5. Many pertinent photographs 

can be found at RLHLH/P/7/2 First 

World War and RLHLH/P/5/2 Aspects 

of the First World War, including 

scenes at other Hospitals and training 

in Canada but a free text search of 

RLHLH/P is advised as other relevant 

images occur throughout this section of 

the catalogue. 

For insights into nursing at The London 

Hospital during this period the Matron’s 

correspondence and papers at 

RLHLH/N/7 includes letters from the Matron to London Hospital nurses from the 1914 to 

1918 period. There are a number of personal papers relating to the First World War including 

records relating to Edith Cavell, collected by the Institut Edith Cavell-Marie Depage, 

Uccle, Brussels at RLHCI and Artefacts and memorabilia relating to Edith Cavell at 

RLHPP/CAV. The personal papers collection also includes a diary kept by London Hospital-

trained nurse Hilda Wells during her time as a Red Cross nurse in Belgium and France 

during the First World War at RLHPP/HWE/1 alongside C.H. Derrington’s 'Sister 

Charrington', a typescript reminiscence of a wounded officer, brought to the London Hospital 

during the First World War found at RLHPP/DER/1. 

Finally, researchers might be interested in John Lavery’s painting The First Wounded at The 

London Hospital, 1914 which can be found at RLHINV/11 and is also available to view online 

via the Art UK website: https://artuk.org/discover/artworks/the-first-wounded-at-the-london-

hospital-1914-135186/search/collectionx:the-royal-london-hospital-museum-archives-

1908/page/4/view_as/grid 

Records relating to the Second World War include a typescript diary recording events at The 

London Hospital during the Second World War found at RLHLH/A/26/35, Press cuttings 

covering the period 1934–1950 at RLHLH/A/26/18, a photograph album titled ‘Aspects of the 

Second World War’ at RLHLH/P/5/4 and a file of prints titled ‘London Hospital War years 

onwards’ found at RLHLH/P/6/11. The series of oral history recordings produced by the 

League of Nurses (consisting of recordings and transcripts) found at RLHLN/A/10/1 also 

includes some reminiscences of World War Two at RLHLN/A/10/1/6, 15 and 21. 

The London Hospital Medical College records include College Board Minutes and 

associated records at RLHMC/A/2 that provide an insight into the running of the college  

RLHLH/P/7/2/40, London Hospital nurses leaving for 
war service, c.1914-18 

https://artuk.org/discover/artworks/the-first-wounded-at-the-london-hospital-1914-135186/search/collectionx:the-royal-london-hospital-museum-archives-1908/page/4/view_as/grid
https://artuk.org/discover/artworks/the-first-wounded-at-the-london-hospital-1914-135186/search/collectionx:the-royal-london-hospital-museum-archives-1908/page/4/view_as/grid
https://artuk.org/discover/artworks/the-first-wounded-at-the-london-hospital-1914-135186/search/collectionx:the-royal-london-hospital-museum-archives-1908/page/4/view_as/grid
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during both World Wars. The London Hospital Gazette (in effect an internal college 

magazine or journal) also provides insight for the period of both the First and Second World 

War and can be found at RLHMC/A/25. 

London medical students at Belsen 

In April 1945, the British Red Cross and the War Office, at the request of the British Army, 

called for 100 volunteer medical students from nine London teaching hospitals (including 

The London Hospital and St. Bartholomew’s) to assist in feeding starving Dutch children who 

had been liberated from German occupation by advancing Allied forces. However, in the 

meantime, British troops had liberated Bergen-Belsen concentration camp and the students 

were diverted there on the day they were due to travel to the Netherlands. 

References to their activity at Belsen can be found in the London Hospital Gazette (our 

reference RLHMC/A/25/22) in the June and August issues, which contain pieces by the 

students detailing their experiences alongside photographs of the camp. The London 

Hospital College Board Minutes for 1945 (RLHMC/A/2/18) also contain a Dean’s Report 

(dated 14 May 1945) that provides further context on the relief effort. A six page article, titled 

‘Belsen’ by J.R.B. Dixey also appears in St Bartholomew's Hospital Journal, Volume 49 (our 

reference SBHMS/PB/1/52). 

The personal papers of Charles Alexander Kyndt, a student at The London Hospital Medical 

College c.1942-1947 and medical mission volunteer at the liberation of Belsen includes his 

journal and a selection of press cuttings (which can be found at RLHPP/KYN/6). A 

photocopy of an account by Mervyn Willett Gonin (former student at St. Bartholomew’s 

Medical College) covering his experiences in Belsen with the II (British) Light Field 

Ambulance can also be found at SBHREF/381. 

 


